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SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act, the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the
Secretary of Agriculture.
SEC. 2. SALE OR EXCHANGE OF ADMINISTRATIVE

SITES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (c), the

Secretary, under such terms and conditions as
the Secretary may prescribe, may sell or ex-
change any or all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to the following National
Forest System administrative sites:

(1) The Camp Verde Administrative Site, com-
prising approximately 213.60 acres, as depicted
on the map entitled ‘‘Camp Verde Administra-
tive Site’’, dated April 12, 1997.

(2) A portion of the Cave Creek Administrative
Site, comprising approximately 16 acres, as de-
picted on the map entitled ‘‘Cave Creek Admin-
istrative Site’’, dated May 1, 1997.

(3) The Fredonia Duplex Housing Site, com-
prising approximately 1.40 acres and the Fredo-
nia Housing Site, comprising approximately 1.58
acres, as depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Fredo-
nia Duplex Dwelling, Fredonia Ranger Dwell-
ing’’, dated August 28, 1997.

(4) The Groom Creek Administrative Site, com-
prising approximately 7.88 acres, as depicted on
the map entitled ‘‘Groom Creek Administrative
Site’’, dated April 29, 1997.

(5) The Payson Administrative Site, compris-
ing approximately 296.43 acres, as depicted on
the map entitled ‘‘Payson Administrative Site’’,
dated May 1, 1997.

(6) The Sedona Administrative Site, compris-
ing approximately 21.41 acres, as depicted on
the map entitled ‘‘Sedona Administrative Site’’,
dated April 12, 1997.

(b) EXCHANGE ACQUISITIONS.—The Secretary
may acquire land and existing or future admin-
istrative improvements in exchange for a con-
veyance of an administrative site under sub-
section (a).

(c) APPLICABLE AUTHORITIES.—A sale or ex-
change of an administrative site shall be subject
to the laws (including regulations) applicable to
the conveyance and acquisition of land for Na-
tional Forest System purposes.

(d) CASH EQUALIZATION.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the Secretary may
accept a cash equalization payment in excess of
25 percent of the value of an administrative site
in an exchange under subsection (a).

(e) SOLICITATIONS OF OFFERS.—In carrying
out this Act, the Secretary may—

(1) use solicitations of offers for sale or ex-
change on such terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary may prescribe; and

(2) reject any offer if the Secretary determines
that the offer is not adequate or not in the pub-
lic interest.
SEC. 3. DISPOSITION OF FUNDS.

The proceeds of a sale or exchange under sec-
tion 2 shall be deposited in the fund established
under Public Law 90–171 (16 U.S.C. 484a) (com-
monly known as the ‘‘Sisk Act’’) and shall be
available for expenditure, until expended, for—

(1) the acquisition of land and interests in
land for administrative sites; and

(2) the acquisition, construction, or improve-
ment of offices and new or other administrative
buildings for the Coconino National Forest,
Kaibab National Forest, Prescott National For-
est, and Tonto National Forest.
SEC. 4. REVOCATIONS.

(a) PUBLIC LAND ORDERS.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, to facilitate the sale
or exchange of the administrative sites, public
land orders withdrawing the administrative sites
from all forms of appropriation under the public
land laws are revoked for any portion of the ad-
ministrative sites conveyed by the Secretary.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The effective date of a
revocation made by this section shall be the date
of the patent or deed conveying the administra-
tive site.

The committee amendment was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 1752), as amended, was
considered read the third time and
passed.

WELLTON-MOHAWK TRANSFER
ACT

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill (S. 2087) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to convey certain
works, facilities, and titles of the Gila
Project, and designated lands within or
adjacent to the Gila Project, to the
Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation and Drain-
age District, and for other purposes,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, with an amendment to strike
all after the enacting clause and insert-
ing in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE

This Act may be referred to as the ‘‘Wellton-
Mohawk Transfer Act’’.
SEC. 2. TRANSFER

The Secretary of the Interior (‘‘Secretary’’) is
authorized to carry out the terms of the Memo-
randum of Agreement No. 8–AA–34–WAO14
(‘‘Agreement’’) dated July 10, 1998 between the
Secretary and the Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation
and Drainage District (‘‘District’’) providing for
the transfer of works, facilities, and lands to the
District, including conveyance of Acquired
Lands, Public Lands, and Withdrawn Lands, as
defined in the Agreement.
SEC. 3. WATER AND POWER CONTRACTS

Notwithstanding the transfer, the Secretary
and the Secretary of Energy shall provide for
and deliver Colorado River water and Parker-
Davis Project Priority Use Power to the District
in accordance with the terms of existing con-
tracts with the District, including any amend-
ments or supplements thereto or extensions
thereof and as provided under section 2 of the
Agreement.
SEC. 4. SAVINGS

Nothing in this Act shall affect any obliga-
tions under the Colorado River Basin Salinity
Control Act (Public Law 93–320, 43 U.S.C. 1571).
SEC. 5. REPORT

If transfer of works, facilities, and lands pur-
suant to the Agreement has not occurred by
July 1, 2000, the Secretary shall report on the
status of the transfer as provided in section 5 of
the Agreement.
SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION

There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of this Act.

The committee amendment was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2087), as amended, was
considered read the third time and
passed.
f

PROTECTING THE SANCTITY OF
CONTRACTS AND LEASES EN-
TERED INTO BY SURFACE PAT-
ENT HOLDERS WITH RESPECT TO
COALBED METHANE GAS
The Senate proceeded to consider the

bill (S. 2500) to protect the sanctity of
contracts and leases entered into by
surface patent holders with respect to
coalbed methane gas, which had been
reported from the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment; as follows:

(The part of the bill intended to be
inserted is shown in italic.)

S. 2500
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. PROTECTION OF SANCTITY OF CON-

TRACTS AND LEASES OF SURFACE
PATENT HOLDERS WITH RESPECT
TO COALBED METHANE GAS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b),
the United States shall recognize as not in-

fringing upon any ownership rights of the
United States to coalbed methane any—

(1) contract or lease covering any land that
was conveyed by the United States under the
Act entitled ‘‘An Act for the protection of
surface rights of entrymen’’, approved March
3, 1909 (30 U.S.C. 81), or the Act entitled ‘‘An
Act to provide for agricultural entries on
coal lands’’, approved June 22, 1910 (30 U.S.C.
83 et seq.), that was—

(A) entered into by a person who has title
to said land derived under said Acts, and

(B) that conveys rights to explore for, ex-
tract, and sell coalbed methane from said
land; or

(2) coalbed methane production from the
lands described in subsection (a)(1) by a per-
son who has title to said land and who, on or
before the date of enactment of this Act, has
filed an application with the State oil and
gas regulating agency for a permit to drill an
oil and gas well to a completion target lo-
cated in a coal formation.

(b) APPLICATION.—Subsection (a)—
(1) shall apply only to a valid contract or

lease described in subsection (a) that is in ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this Act;

(2) shall not otherwise change the terms or
conditions of, or affect the rights or obliga-
tions of any person under such a contract or
lease;

(3) shall apply only to land with respect to
which the United States is the owner of coal
reserved to the United States in a patent
issued under the Act of March 3, 1909 (30
U.S.C. 81), or the Act of June 22, 1910 (30
U.S.C. 83 et seq.), the position of the United
States as the owner of the coal not having
passed to a third party by deed, patent or
other conveyance by the United States;

(4) shall not apply to any interest in coal
or land conveyed, restored, or transferred by
the United States to a federally recognized
Indian tribe, including any conveyance, res-
toration, or transfer made pursuant to the
Indian Reorganization Act, June 18, 1934 (c.
576, 48 Stat. 984, as amended); the Act of June
28, 1938 (c. 776, 52 Stat. 1209 as implemented
by the order of September 14, 1938, 3 Fed.
Reg. 1425); and including the area described
in § 3 of Public Law 98–290; or any executive
order;

(5) shall not be construed to constitute a
waiver of any rights of the United States
with respect to coalbed methane production
that is not subject to subsection (a); and

(6) shall not limit the right of any person
who entered into a contract or lease before
the date of enactment of this Act, or enters
into a contract or lease on or after the date
of enactment of this Act, for coal owned by
the United States, to mine and remove the
coal and to release coalbed methane without
liability to any person referred to in sub-
section (a)(1)(A) or (a)(2).

The committee amendment was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2500), as amended, was
considered read the third time and
passed.

f

CONVEYING CERTAIN LANDS TO
SAN JUAN COLLEGE

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill (S. 2402) to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to convey certain lands in
San Juan County, New Mexico, to San
Juan College, which had been reported
from the Committee on Energy and



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S12103October 9, 1998
Natural Resources, with an amendment
to strike all after the enacting clause
and inserting in lieu thereof the follow-
ing:
SECTION 1. OLD JICARILLA ADMINISTRATIVE

SITE.
(a) CONVEYANCE OF PROPERTY.—Not later

than one year after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretaries of Agriculture and Inte-
rior (herein ‘‘the Secretaries’’) shall convey to
San Juan College, in Farmington, New Mexico,
subject to the terms and conditions under sub-
section (c), all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to a parcel of real property
(including any improvements on the land) con-
sisting of approximately ten acres known as the
‘‘Old Jicarilla Site’’ located in San Juan Coun-
ty, New Mexico (T29N; R5W; portions of Sec-
tions 29 and 30).

(b) DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY.—The exact
acreage and legal description of the real prop-
erty conveyed under subsection (a) shall be de-
termined by a survey satisfactory to the Sec-
retaries and the President of San Juan College.
The cost of the survey shall be borne by San
Juan College.

(c) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—
(1) Notwithstanding exceptions of application

under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act
(43 U.S.C. 869(c)), consideration for the convey-
ance described in subsection (a) shall be—

(A) an amount that is consistent with the Bu-
reau of Land Management special pricing pro-
gram for Governmental entities under the Recre-
ation and Public Purposes Act; and

(B) an agreement between the Secretaries and
San Juan College indemnifying the Government
of the United States from all liability of the Gov-
ernment that arises from the property.

(2) The lands conveyed by this Act shall be
used for educational and recreational purposes.
If such lands cease to be used for such purposes,
at the option of the United States, such lands
will revert to the United States.

(d) LAND WITHDRAWALS.—Public Land Order
3443, only insofar as it pertains to lands de-
scribed in subsections (a) and (b) above, shall be
revoked simultaneous with the conveyance of
the property under subsection (a).

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I am
very pleased at the Senate’s passage of
S. 2402, the Old Jicarilla Administra-
tive Site Conveyance Act of 1998. This
legislation allows for transfer by the
Secretaries of Agriculture and Interior
real property and improvements at an
abandoned and surplus administrative
site of the Carson National Forest to
San Juan College. The site is known as
the old Jicarilla Ranger District Sta-
tion, near the village of Gobernador,
New Mexico. The Jicarilla Station will
continue to be used for public purposes,
including educational and recreational
purposes of the college.

The Forest Service determined that
these ten acres are of no further use to
them, since the Jicarilla District Rang-
er moved into a new administrative fa-
cility in the town of Bloomfield, New
Mexico. The facility has had no occu-
pants for several years, and the Forest
Service recently testified that the im-
provements on the site are surplus, and
endorsed passage of this bill to provide
long-term benefits for the people of
San Juan County and the students and
faculty of San Juan College.

Clearly, this legislation deserves
prompt approval in the House and sig-
nature by the President because it is
noncontroversial and the land can
readily be put to good use for San Juan

College and the area residents. We also
need to put this property in the hands
of the college so it can protect the area
from further deterioration and fire.

Over one third of the land in New
Mexico is owned by the federal govern-
ment, and therefore finding appro-
priate sites for community and edu-
cational purposes can be difficult. S.
2402 is a win-win bill in providing fa-
cilities and lands to San Juan College
and removing unwanted and unused
land and facilities from federal owner-
ship. I urge prompt passage in the
House of Representatives.

The committee amendment was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2402), as amended, was
considered read the third time and
passed.

The title was amended so as to read:
‘‘A bill to direct the Secretaries of Ag-
riculture and Interior to convey cer-
tain lands in San Juan County, New
Mexico, to San Juan College.’’.
f

APACHE-SITGREAVES NATIONAL
FOREST

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill (S. 2413) to provide for the develop-
ment of a management plan for the
Woodland Lake Park tract in Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forest in the
State of Arizona reflecting the current
use of the tract as a public park, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with
amendments; as follows:

(The parts of the bill intended to be
stricken are shown in boldface brack-
ets and the parts of the bill intended to
be inserted are shown in italic.)

S. 2413
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
øSECTION 1. MANAGEMENT OF WOODLAND LAKE

PARK TRACT, APACHE–SITGREAVES
NATIONAL FOREST, ARIZONA, FOR
RECREATIONAL PURPOSES.

ø(a) MANAGEMENT PLAN REQUIRED.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Agri-
culture, acting through the supervisor of
Apache–Sitgreaves National Forest in the
State of Arizona, shall prepare a manage-
ment plan for the Woodland Lake Park tract
that is designed to ensure that the tract is
managed by the Forest Service for rec-
reational purposes consistent with the use of
the tract as a public park by the town of
Pinetop-Lakeside, Arizona. The forest super-
visor shall prepare the management plan in
consultation with the town of Pinetop-Lake-
side.

ø(b) PROHIBITION ON CONVEYANCE.—The
Secretary¿
SECTION 1. WOODLAND LAKE PARK TRACT,

APACHE-SITGREAVES NATIONAL
FOREST, ARIZONA.

(a) PROHIBITION OF CONVEYANCE.—The Sec-
retary
of Agriculture may not convey any right,
title, or interest of the United States in and
to the Woodland Lake Park tract unless the
conveyance of the tract—

(1) is made to the town of Pinetop-Lake-
side; or

(2) is specifically authorized by a law en-
acted after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

ø(c) DEFINITION.—The terms¿ (b) DEFINI-
TION.—In this section, the terms ‘‘Woodland
Lake Park tract’’ and ‘‘tract’’ mean the par-
cel of land in Apache–Sitgreaves National
Forest in the State of Arizona that consists
of approximately 583 acres and is known as
the Woodland Lake Park tract.

The committee amendment was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2413), as amended, was
considered read the third time and
passed, as follows:

S. 2413
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. WOODLAND LAKE PARK TRACT,

APACHE-SITGREAVES NATIONAL
FOREST, ARIZONA.

(a) PROHIBITION OF CONVEYANCE.—The Sec-
retary of Agriculture may not convey any
right, title, or interest of the United States
in and to the Woodland Lake Park tract un-
less the conveyance of the tract—

(1) is made to the town of Pinetop-Lake-
side; or

(2) is specifically authorized by a law en-
acted after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the terms
‘‘Woodland Lake Park tract’’ and ‘‘tract’’
mean the parcel of land in Apache–
Sitgreaves National Forest in the State of
Arizona that consists of approximately 583
acres and is known as the Woodland Lake
Park tract.

The title was amended so as to read:
‘‘A bill to direct the Secretaries of Ag-
riculture and Interior to convey cer-
tain lands in San Juan County, New
Mexico, to San Juan College.’’.
f

MORRISTOWN NATIONAL
HISTORICAL PARK

The bill (S. 2458) to amend the Act
entitled ‘‘An Act to provide for the cre-
ation of the Morristown National his-
torical Park in the State of New Jer-
sey, and for other purposes’’ to author-
ize the acquisition of property known
as the ‘‘Warren Property,’’ was consid-
ered, ordered to be engrossed for a
third reading, read the third time, and
passed; as follows:

S. 2458
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. ACQUISITION OF WARREN PROPERTY

FOR MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK.

The Act entitled ‘‘An Act to provide for
the creation of the Morristown National His-
torical Park in the State of New Jersey, and
for other purposes’’, approved March 2, 1933
(16 U.S.C. 409 et seq.), is amended by adding
at the end the following:
‘‘SEC. 8. ACQUISITION OF WARREN PROPERTY

FOR MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In addition to any other
land or interest authorized to be acquired for
inclusion in the Morristown National Histor-
ical Park, and notwithstanding the first pro-
viso of the first section of this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Interior may acquire by pur-
chase, donation, or other means not to ex-
ceed 15 acres of land and interests in land
comprising the property known as the ‘War-
ren Property’ or ‘Mount Kemble’.

‘‘(b) AUTHORIZED EXPENDITURE.—The Sec-
retary may expend such sums as are nec-
essary for the acquisition.

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION.—Any land or interest
acquired under this section shall be included
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